Blessings or Punishment:

Your Choice

Focal Passage: Leviticus 26
Cross References: Psalm 56:3; John
14:21; 1 John 1:8; 2:3-6

Lev 26:1-13

Reward for Obedience
T " Do not make idols or set up an
image or a sacred stone for yourselves,
and do not place a carved stone in your
land to bow down before it. | am the
LORD your God.
2 " 1Opserve my Sabbaths and have
reverence for my sanctuary. | am the
LORD.
3o 'If you follow my decrees and are
careful to obey my commands, 1 will
send you rain in its season, and the
ground will yield its crops and the trees
of the field their fruit. ® Your threshing
will continue until grape harvest and the
grape harvest will continue until
planting, and you will eat all the food
you want and live in safety in your land.
& will grant peace in the land, and
you will lie down and no one will make
you afraid. | will remove savage beasts
from the land, and the sword will not
pass through your country. 7 You will
pursue your enemies, and they will fall
by the sword before you. ¢ Five of you
will chase a hundred, and a hundred of
you will chase ten thousand, and your
enemies will fall by the sword before
you.
7" will look on you with favor and
make you fruitful and increase your
numbers, and | will keep my covenant
with you. % you will still be eating last
year's harvest when you will have to
move it out to make room for the new. 1

I will put my dwelling place 3 among

you, and | will not abhor you. 21 will
walk among you and be your God, and
you will be my people. B am the
LORD your God, who brought you out
of Egypt so that you would no longer
be slaves to the Egyptians; | broke the
bars of your yoke and enabled you to
walk with heads held high.

Footnotes:
a. Leviticus 26:11 Or my tabernacle

QUESTIONS:

The first two verses re-emphasize
God’s demands about worship. What
does He tell the people to emphasize?

Verse 3 says that the blessings He
promises are dependent on His people
doing what?

Read John 14:21 and 1 John 2:3-6.
What does John say is the mark of a
true believer?

Leviticus 26:4-13 declare the rewards
for obeying the LORD. List those
rewards and tell which mean the most
to you right now.

Vs 6 promises that “no one will make
you afraid.” One of this year’s
FaithBuilders memory verses is Psalm
56:3. What does this verse promise
about times of fear?

Verse 12 describes the greatest
blessing that comes to those who are
obedient. What is that blessing?

What does God say in vs 13 that
seems to guarantee that He can keep
the promises He makes in this
passage?

Lev 26:14-39

Punishment for Disobedience
gyt if you will not listen to me
and carry out all these commands, B
and if you reject my decrees and
abhor my laws and fail to carry out all
my commands and so violate my
covenant, 6 then I will do this to you:
I will bring upon you sudden terror,
wasting diseases and fever that will
destroy your sight and drain away
your life. You will plant seed in vain,
because your enemies will eat it. 7
will set my face against you so that
you will be defeated by your enemies;
those who hate you will rule over you,
and you will flee even when no one is
pursuing you.
o 'If after all this you will not listen
to me, | will punish you for your sins
seven times over. ™ | will break down
your stubborn pride and make the sky
above you like iron and the ground
beneath you like bronze. ° Your
strength will be spent in vain, because
your soil will not yield its crops, nor
will the trees of the land yield their
fruit.
2 'If you remain hostile toward me
and refuse to listen to me, | will
multiply your afflictions seven times
over, as your sins deserve. 21 will
send wild animals against you, and
they will rob you of your children,
destroy your cattle and make you so
few in number that your roads will be
deserted.
3 n 'If in spite of these things you do
not accept my correction but continue
to be hostile toward me, | myself
will be hostile toward you and will
afflict you for your sins seven times
over. > And | will bring the sword
upon you to avenge the breaking of

the covenant. When you withdraw
into your cities, | will send a plague
among you, and you will be given into
enemy hands. % When | cut off your
supply of bread, ten women will be
able to bake your bread in one oven,
and they will dole out the bread by
weight. You will eat, but you will not
be satisfied.

27 'If in spite of this you still do not
listen to me but continue to be hostile
toward me, % then in my anger | will
be hostile toward you, and | myself
will punish you for your sins seven
times over. % You will eat the flesh of
your sons and the flesh of your
daughters. 1 will destroy your high
places, cut down your incense altars
and pile your dead bodies on the
lifeless forms of your idols, and | will
abhor you. 31 will turn your cities into
ruins and lay waste your sanctuaries,
and | will take no delight in the
pleasing aroma of your offerings. 32
will lay waste the land, so that your
enemies who live there will be
appalled. 1 will scatter you among
the nations and will draw out my
sword and pursue you. Your land will
be laid waste, and your cities will lie in
ruins. >* Then the land will enjoy its
sabbath years all the time that it lies
desolate and you are in the country of
your enemies; then the land will rest
and enjoy its sabbaths. * All the time
that it lies desolate, the land will have
the rest it did not have during the
sabbaths you lived in it.

3 mips for those of you who are left, |
will make their hearts so fearful in the
lands of their enemies that the sound
of a windblown leaf will put them to
flight. They will run as though fleeing
from the sword, and they will fall,



even though no one is pursuing them. ¥

They will stumble over one another as
though fleeing from the sword, even
though no one is pursuing them. So you
will not be able to stand before your
enemies. > You will perish among the
nations; the land of your enemies will
devour you. * Those of you who are left
will waste away in the lands of their
enemies because of their sins; also
because of their fathers' sins they will
waste away.

QUESTIONS

List the punishments that God will send
upon His people if they refuse to listen
or obey.

What do verses 18, 21, 23, and 27 imply
is the reason for God sending these
punishments?

What do these same verses promise will
happen if there is no change of heart
from His people?

Notice how each time the situations
grow increasingly worse. How have you
seen the wrath of God demonstrated in
your life or the lives of others? In your
nation? In the church?

Confession and Forgiveness
Lev 26:40-48
0 gyt if they will confess their sins
and the sins of their fathers—their
treachery against me and their hostility
toward me, “1 which made me hostile
toward them so that | sent them into the
land of their enemies—then when their
uncircumcised hearts are humbled and
they pay for their sin, 2| will remember
my covenant with Jacob and my
covenant with Isaac and my covenant
with Abraham, and | will remember the
land. * For the land will be deserted by

them and will enjoy its sabbaths while
it lies desolate without them. They will
pay for their sins because they rejected
my laws and abhorred my decrees. 44
Yet in spite of this, when they are in
the land of their enemies, | will not
reject them or abhor them so as to
destroy them completely, breaking my
covenant with them. | am the LORD
their God. * But for their sake | will
remember the covenant with their
ancestors whom | brought out of Egypt
in the sight of the nations to be their
God. | am the LORD." "

6 These are the decrees, the laws and
the regulations that the LORD
established on Mount Sinai between
himself and the Israelites through
Moses.

QUESTIONS

What does vs 40-42 promise?

Read 1 John 1:9. What is God’s
promise to us?

What reasons does God give in vs 44-
45 for not completely rejecting His
people?

APPLICATION

By the way you treat God’s Word,
would God reward you or punish you?
Why?

What does your life reflect about how
much you love the LORD?

What needs to change in your life to
experience the blessings of God?
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Blessings or Punishment:

Your Choice

Focal Passage: Leviticus 26
Cross References: Psalm 56:3; John
14:21; 1 John 1:8; 2:3-6

Key Vs: Lev 26:12 “ | will walk among
you and be your God, and you will be
my people.”

Central Idea: God promised to bless
His people if they would be faithful to
His Word or to punish them if they
were disobedient.

Lesson Idea: We should love the
LORD enough to be obedient to His
commands.

Historical Context: After God brought
His people out of Egypt in the Exodus,
He had them camp around Mt. Sinai
as He gave Moses the laws that they
were to obey. Leviticus is a book of
instructions to  God’s  people
concerning their worship of Him.

Today’s passage teaches the
principle that blessings come with
obedience and punishment comes
with disobedience. That does not
mean that each individual who seems
blessed is righteous, or that difficult
times imply that someone is not
walking with the LORD. Job was a
righteous man, but he went through
some horrible situations. On the
other hand, many of the foreign kings
in the Bible were heathens, but were
very wealthy and successful in a
worldly sense.

God’s blessings may not always
look like worldly success, but being
obedient to Him always carries great
rewards for your life and for those
around you.

Bible in a Year Daily
Readings

February 1-7, 2009
Feb 1 Leviticus 14 - 15
Feb 2 Leviticus 16 - 18
Feb 3 Leviticus 19 - 21
Feb 4 Leviticus 22 - 23
Feb 5 Leviticus 24 - 25
Feb 6 Leviticus 26 - 27
Feb 7 Numbers 1 - 2

Read the Bible Through
Highlights of the Week:
January 31-February 7, 2010

Lev 11-15: Laws about cleanness
and health

Lev 16-17: Laws about atonement
Lev 18: Laws about immorality
Lev 19: Laws about idolatry and
other various things

Lev 20: Laws against human
sacrifice and immorality

Lev 21-22: Concerning priests

Lev 23: Religious Festivals

Lev 24: “An eye for an eye”

Lev 25: The Year of Jubilee

Lev 26: Blessings of Obedience
and Penalties of Disobedience
Num 1: Census of the army

Num 2: Arrangement of the camp




