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1:12-16 SYMBOLISM IN REVELATION

• 12 seven golden lampstands = churches; light-bearers

• 13 one like a son of man = Jesus; sometimes angels

• clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His 

chest with a golden sash = royalty; priesthood

• 14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like 

snow = purity; wisdom of the ages

• His eyes were like a flame of fire = righteous judgment

• 15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been 

made to glow in a furnace = steady, solid foundation

• His voice was like the sound of many waters = majesty; 

authority; sovereignty



1:12-16 SYBOLISM IN REVELATION

• 16 In His right hand He held seven stars = messengers

• out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword = the 

Word of God

• His face was like the sun shining in its strength = strength; 

brilliance; glory; truth



1:17-20

17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And 

He placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I 

am the first and the last, 18 and the living One; and I was 

dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys

of death and of Hades. 19 Therefore write the things which you 

have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will 

take place after these things. 20 As for the mystery of the seven 

stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 

lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven 

churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.



• common Biblical admonition (366 times?)

• John = “the disciple whom Jesus loved”

1:17-20

• 17 I fell at His feet like a dead man…. “Do not be afraid…

• 18 the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive 

forevermore

• Living One became dead… behold… the dead one alive

• and I have the keys of death and of Hades.

• Keys = symbol of power and authority and control



1:17-20

• 20 As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My 

right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven 

stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the 

seven lampstands are the seven churches.

• Angels = ἄγγελοι (used 176 times in NT)

• Definition: a messenger, delegate, angel

Usage: a messenger, generally a (supernatural) 

messenger from God, an angel, conveying news 

or behests from God to men.

• Lampstands = Hebrew word would be menorah

• Churches are to be “light bearers”



Letters to the Seven Churches

Revelation 2-3



1:4

the seven churches 
that are in Asia:



Structure of the Letters

• Introduction/Description of Jesus

• Praise/Commendation

• Condemnation/Rebuke

• Charge/Challenge

• Promise/Consequences





Ways to interpret the Letters

Four possible audiences addressed in Revelation 2-3:

• The literal churches 

• Saints “who have an ear to hear” 

• Seven Church types 

• Seven Church ages



An example of the “Seven Church Ages” interpretation



Ephesus – Revelation 2:1-7



Ephesus – Revelation 2:1-7
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:

The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven 
golden lampstands, says this:

2 ‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, 
and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found 
them to be false; 3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and 
have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you have left your first 
love. 5 Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you 
did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—
unless you repent. 6 Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I 
also hate. 7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him 
who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.’



Ephesus – Revelation 2:1-7

1The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the 
seven golden lampstands, says this:

• Introduction/Description of Jesus

1. 2 ‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, 

2. and that you cannot tolerate evil men, 

3. and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and 
you found them to be false;

4. 3 and you have perseverance (bear under) and have endured (take up) for My 
name’s sake, and have not grown weary. (collapse under exhaustion)

• Praise/Commendation



Ephesus – Revelation 2:1-7

• Condemnation/Rebuke 4 But I have this against you, 

that you have left (abandoned/forsaken) your first love.

• Charge/Challenge
1. 5 Therefore remember (keep remembering) from where you have fallen, 

• Have you ever been closer to the Lord than you are today? If so, you 
need revival!

2. and repent = μετανόησον Definition: to change one's mind or purpose

3. and do the deeds you did at first



Ephesus – Revelation 2:1-7

or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you 
repent. 6 Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

• Consequences

• Promise 7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.’

• Nicolaitans = freedom in Christ as a license for evil: also in Pergamum

• Ephesus in Acts 19 – magic books burned, Temple of Diana prostitution, emperor cult

• overcomes = νικῶν (root word “Nike” = “victory”) 17 times in Revelation (8x in letters)

• Tree of life/Paradise of God = reverse the curse! The original creation…



Ephesus – Revelation 2:1-7

The amphitheater where 

the riot in Acts 19 broke out 

has also been the venue for 

rallies and concerts. Sting, 

Elton John, and Diana Ross 

are among those who have 

performed there. Photo by 

Karrie Sparrow.



Ephesus – Revelation 2:1-7

• Message:

1. Remember

2. Repent

3. Re-do



End Here May 27th

Begin Here June 3rd, 2020
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